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'Productive learning’ —
a widespread and slippery concept

e Google (2007): 160.000 hits
— Another word for ‘good’ learning?

— A conseqguence of accountability culture (productivity
and outcomes)?

— A reaction towards process focus in progressive ped?
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Our perspective on ’productive learning’

e Socio-cultural theory: Dewey, Vygotsky, Bakhtin, Engestrgm
 Processes (practices)
— How do we define ‘productive learning processes’ ?
» Affords appropriation
» Generates new understanding and new knowledge

— What are important characteristics of such practices?

— General and contextual
— NB: Good practices do not necessarily produce good products!

— What role can technology play?
 Products
— How do we secure the quality of products?
— What role can technology play in this?
* Productive vs. reproductive, unproductive, counter-productive
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Characteristic aspects of productive learning processes




How to study the role of technology in prod. learn.?

Jones et al (2007): Necessary to study the activity system

 Example: case study of innovative law education Uni
Bergen

— Productive outcome: better grades, dramatic reduction in failure
rate

e MACRO level

— Strong pedagogical tradition in law: individualistic & reproductive
— New pedagogy: problem oriented, technology supported social
learning
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e MESO level

— Total reorganization: strict structuring, compulsory
writing, sharing, electronic feedback, all texts public

e MICRO level

Crucial questions:

— To what extent and how do students utilize the
learning potential of divergent voices and conflicting
opinions?

— How do students utilize the potentials of the e-
network?

— How does this influence the quality of text products?
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How technology affected the quality of texts in law edu
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Law students’ weekly study rhythm in year 1

MONDAY

FRIDAY Auditorium lectures

TA
comments on

student texts Preparation for work

group meeting

Family and
succession
Law

THURSDAY TUESDAY
Two students Workgroup meeting
_ comment on (10 students
peer texts + TA)

WEDNESDAY
Individual/group
submission

of written texts
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